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SUBJECT: GOI AUTOMATIC IMPORT LICENSING/SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM 
FOR TEXTILES AFFECTING IMPORTS FROM U.S. 

REF: 77 STATE 8871; ROME 235 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . EMBASSY NOW BEGINNING TO RECEIVE COMPLAINTS FROM 
ITALIAN IMPORTERS THAT GOI AUTOMATIC LICENSING/SURVEILLANCE 
PROCEEDURES ON CERTAIN TEXTILES CAUSING INJURIOUS DELAYS 
IN CLEARING THEIR IMPORTS FROM U.S. THROUGH CUSTOMS. 
SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM WAS PUT INTO EFFECT BY MINISTERIAL 
DECREE OF OCT. 25, 1977 PUBLISHED IN OFFICIAL GAZZETTE 
NO. 295 OF OCT. 28, 1977. DECREE REQUIRES FILLING OUT 
DETAILED "TECHNICAL STATEMENT." IN TRIPOLICATE. WITH 
MATERIAL PIECE CUTTINGS ATTACHED. TO ACCOMPANY APPLICATION 
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FOR AUTOMATIC LICENSE. IMPORTERS CLAIM REQUIREMENTS 
FOR FILLING OUT FORM FOR TECHNICAL STATEMENT NOT CLEAR 
AND THAT DECREE BEING APPLIED IN RESTRICTIVE MANNER, 
RESULTING IN DELAYS OF UP TO TWO MONTHS BEFORE LICENSES 
ISSUED AND EXPORTERS CAN BE PAID. DECREE COVERS 
FOLLOWING BTN NUMBERS: 55.05, 55.09, 56.07, 58.04 
FROM 610 TO 690, 60.03 FROM 250 TO 900, 60.04.130, 
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60.04.410, 60.05 FROM 210 TO 390, 61.01 FROM 720 TO 780, 

61.02 FROM 660 TO 740, 61.02 FROM 760 TO 840, 61.03 
FROM 1 10 TO 190, 61.05.300, AND 62.02. 

2. FIRMS THAT HAVE COMPLAINED TO EMBASSY 

INCLUDE LA RINASCENTE/UPIM WHICH RECENTLY BOUGHT PENNEY 
CHAIN IN ITALY AND FIORUCCI, A SUBSIDIARY OF MONTEDISON. 
THEY SEEK (A) CLARIFICATION OF INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILLING 
OUT TECHNICAL STATEMENTS (B) SIMPLIFICATION OF INFORMA- 
TION TO BE SUPPLIED IN SUCH STATEMENTS, (C) SHORTENING OF 
TIME BETWEEN FILING OF APPLICATION AND ISSUANCE OF LICENSE 
AND (D) AUTHORIZATION TO PAY EXPORTER BEFORE LICENSE 
ISSUED. 

3. EMBOFF RAISED MATTER WITH SIMEONE, DIRECTOR OF 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE OFFICE FOR GATT, MULTI- 
LATERAL TRADE NEGOTIATION AND U.S. AFFAIRS, NOTING THAT 
ACCORDING TO PRESS ACCOUNTS ITALY RECENTLY HAD MODIFIED 
PROCEEDURES TO SATISFY SWISS COMPLAINTS ON SAME SCORE, 
EMBOFF ASKED FOR RELIEF FOR U.S. EXPORTERS. SIMEONE 
CONFIRMED THAT, FOLLOWING TWO DAYS OF NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
SWISS, PROCEEDURES HAD BEEN MODIFIED FOR THEM. HE 
INDICATED THAT SOMETHING MIGHT BE DONE FOR AT LEAST 
SOME OF U.S. ORIGIN ITEMS COVERED BY THE DECREE, BUT 
PROBABLY NOT FOR DENIMS. HE CLAIMED PROBLEMS INVOLVING 
DENIM IMPORTS HAD NOT BEEN RESOLVED SATISFACTORILY 
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FOLLOWING GOI'S EFFORTS IN 1977 (SEE REFTELS). SIMEONE 
INDICATED GOI RESPONSE TO EMBASSY'S APPROACH WOULD BE 
FACILITATED IF EMBASSY WOULD PUT IT IN WRITING. 

4. UNLESS DEPARTMENT PERCEIVES OBIECTION EMBASSY WILL 
CONVEY COMPLAINT BY NOTE VERBALE TO MFA AS WELL AS 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE. 

5. COPY OF MINISTERIAL DECREE BEING SENT UNDER 
AIRGRAM.HOLMES 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TRADE, IMPORTS, SURVEILLANCE, TEXTILES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 10 jan 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978ROME0051 1 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D78001 5-0665 

Format: TEL 

From: ROME USMTN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 97801 80/aaaacpux.tel 

Line Count: 104 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: eaa9eae4-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 STATE 8871 , 78 ROME 235 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3800855 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GOI AUTOMATIC IMPORT LICENSING/SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM FOR TEXTILES AFFECTING IMPORTS FROM U.S. 
TAGS: ETRD, IT 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/eaa9eae4-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



